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Mission
To move West Central Minnesota toward zero 
deaths on our roads using education, 
enforcement, engineering and emergency 
medical and trauma services. 



TZD Cornerstone
Four “E” approach:

§ Enforcement
§ Engineering
§ Education & 

Outreach
§ Emergency Medical 
& Trauma Services

§ Everyone Else!





Minnesota TZD: 
10 years of Progress



§  Second lowest fatality  rate in the U.S. in 2011

§  From  2008-2012 …

§  Fatalities decreased  
13%

§  Serious injuries  
decreased 18%

§  Unbelted fatalities and serious  
injuries decreased 30% 

Minnesota Traffic Safety 
Successes



Behind the Wheel



How we got there!



How we got 
there!



How we got there!



After the Crash

To date, 99% 
of trauma 
admissions now 
occur at hospitals 
participating in the 
statewide trauma 
system.



Supporting Those in Need

Minnesotacrashvictims.or
g



What have we done 
regionally?
Judy Jacobs,
East Central and 
West Central 
Minnesota 
Toward Zero 
Deaths 
Coordinator



TZD Regions



2012-13 West Central Minnesota 
TZD Safe Roads Coalitions 
• Douglas County Safe Communities Coalition 
 Crystal Hoepner, Coordinator 

• Otter Tail County Safe Communities Coalition 
 Jane Patrick, Coordinator 

• Safe Communities Coalition of the Red River Valley 
 Robyn Litke Sall, Coordinator  



Focus Areas: 
§    Speed and Aggressive Driving
§     Lack of Seat Belt Use 
§     Alcohol
§     Distracted
§     Run off Road 
§     Intersections



Working together



High Visibility Enforcement 



Regional Seat Belt Use

•  In 2012, the West Central regional 
    seat belt compliance rate was remained at 

77.3%

•  Statewide, seatbelt compliance was at 93.6%

•  North Dakota’s compliance rate is 80.9% 



While some counties have achieved “Zero Deaths” 
there are still more than 1,000 people severely 
injured each year on Minnesota roadways



Year-to-
Date  

Traffic-
Related 
Fatalities

As of Friday, May 17 there were 99  
traffic-related deaths on Minnesota 
roads, compared to 96 deaths at this 
time last year.



How we’ll get there

Updating Minnesota’s Strategic Highway Safety Plan



http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-
birmingham-22523145        

14 May 2013 Last updated at 11:09 ET

 'Screaming' motorway traffic 
cones to protect workers

The in-built 
alarm 
"screams" 
when the 
cone is 
struck, 
alerting 
workers to 
any 
possible 
danger



•  Improve Minnesota’s crash records system

•  Grow regional partnerships and 4-E county 
coalitions

•  Engage Minnesota’s 
    court system

How we’ll get there



How	  can	  you	  be	  involved	  in	  TZD?	  
§  Quarterly	  stakeholder	  breakfasts	  in	  person	  or	  online
§  Annual	  statewide	  conference	  and/or	  regional	  

workshops	  

§ Regional	  TZD	  Steering	  
Commi@ee	  meeAngs	  	  

	  and	  news	  conferences	  
	  &	  special	  events	  

§ 	  Be	  an	  advocate!	  



TZD	  	  Success	  Factors	  

§ Commitment to change 
American culture regarding 
traffic safety 

§ Collaboration with other 
traffic-safety advocates  

§ Promote best practices and 
lessons learned  



TZD Statewide Conference
November 14-15, 2013  

St. Cloud Minnesota

www.minnesotatzd.or
g




