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Toward Zero Deaths 
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Thursday, May 17, 2012



Mission
To move southeastern Minnesota toward 

zero deaths on our roads using education, 
enforcement, engineering and emergency 

medical & trauma services. 



www.MinesotaTZD.org
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Bring regional coordination and focus 

Existing Traffic Safety 
Programs* 

• TZD Safe Roads Coalitions
•  TZD Enforcement Program 
•  Regional Trauma efforts
•  County Safety Initiatives
•  Infrastructure Improvements
•  Child Passenger Safety
•  Motorcycle Safety 
•  DWI Courts

* List is not all inclusive 

NE TZD 
Region 
MnDOT 

D1 

NW TZD 
Region 
MnDOT 

D2 

EC TZD 
Region 
MnDOT 

D3 

WC TZD 
Region 
MnDOT 

D4 

SE TZD 
Region 
MnDOT 

D6 

SC TZD 
Region 
MnDOT 

D7 

SW TZD 
Region 
MnDOT 

D8 



TZD Regions



2011-12 Southeastern Minnesota  
TZD Safe Roads coalitions 
n  Dodge 
n  Fillmore 
n  Goodhue 
n  Houston 
n  Mower 
n  Olmsted 
n  Rice  
n  Steele 
n  Wabasha 
n  Winona 



Focus Areas 
§    Speed and Aggressive 

Driving
§    Lack of Seat Belt Use
§    Run off Road
§    Alcohol

























Lt. Brian Buck, Minnesota 
State Patrol and 
Southeastern Minnesota 
TZD Co-chair



In 2012, the regional seat belt 
compliance rate reached 87 percent!



Seat Belt 
Card 

(Regional 
Pilot 

Program)



How important is a seat 
belt?



Kristine Hernandez, Statewide & 
Southeastern Minnesota Toward 
Zero Deaths Coordinator



Toward Zero Deaths Program 
Update 

Sue Groth
State Traffic 
Engineer
Minnesota 
Department of 
Transportation
& TZD Leadership 
Co-chair



Southeastern Minnesota Crash 
Facts 

Susie Palmer
Traffic Safety Program Manager
Office of Traffic Safety
Minnesota Department of Public Safety



National TZD Update 
Bernie Arseneau
Deputy 
Commissioner
Minnesota 
Department of 
Transportation



Break 



Current Trends in Drug Abuse: 
Prescription and Synthetic Drugs 

Carol Falkowski
Drug Abuse Strategy Officer
Minnesota Department of 
Human Services



What to expect when you stop a 
drugged driver 

Major Mike Asleson
Minnesota State Patrol



Lunch & Exhibits 



Personal Impact Statement 
§  Lt. Scott Sherden, Rochester Police Dept.
§  Sandy Melville, mother of victim
§  Eric Woodford  

Criminal Division Lead Attorney  
Olmsted County Attorney’s Office 



Breakout Sessions 



Break 



Drug Courts: Justice that 
Heals 

Wabasha County DWI / Drug 
Court Judge Terrence Walters

Wabasha County DWI / Drug 
Court



Wrap Up 

Nelrae Succio  
MnDOT District Engineer  
District 6 



How can you be involved in TZD? 
§  Quarterly stakeholder breakfasts in person or 

online
§  Annual statewide conference and/or regional 

workshops 
§ Regional TZD Steering 
Committee meetings  

 and news conferences 
 & special events 

§ TZD mailing list(s) 



TZD  Success Factors 

§ Commitment to change 
American culture regarding 
traffic safety 

§ Collaboration with other 
traffic-safety advocates  

§ Promote best practices and 
lessons learned  





Door Prizes!



Goal 2
Decrease the number of people severely 
injured or killed in crashes where Speeding has 
been identified as a contributing factor, from 
the past 
3-year average (2004-06) of 78, down to 60 
people.
As of 2009, 
our 3-year 
average 
(2006-08) was 
71. 



 Overall Regional Goal – Update:  
 In 2011, the 3-year average (2008-10) for 
traffic-related fatality numbers show the 
region’s total to be 56 – only one fatality 
away from reaching the overall regional 
goal established in 2006. 



Southeastern Minnesota 
Toward Zero Deaths

Overall Regional Goal:
To reduce traffic fatalities in southeastern 
Minnesota from the past 3-year average 
(using 2004-06 data) of 67, down to 55 
fatalities by 2012. 



Goal 1
Increase seat belt usage in southeastern 
Minnesota, from 69 percent (2006) to the 
statewide average of 83 percent (2006). 

As of 2010, the regional 
seatbelt compliance rate 
was 79 percent, compared 
to the statewide average 
of 92 percent. 



Goal 3 
•  Decrease the number of people 

severely injured or killed in Run-off-
Road crashes from the 3-year average 
(2004-06) of 105 down to 85 people. 

       As of 2009, the 3-year 
        average (2006-08) 
was 103. 



In 2010, the 3-year average (2007-09) was 
60!  

Goal 2: Speed Update



•   Curt Bolles, Olmsted County Public Works 
•   Don Buck, Goodhue County Driver Education 
•   Gary Shannon, Rochester Public Works
•   Grant Kemp, Traffic Safety Volunteer  
•   Guy Kohlnhofer, Dodge County Public Works 
•   John Grindeland, Fillmore County Public 
Works 
•   Karen Schaar, Olmsted County Public Health 
•   Kari Etrheim, Olmsted County Public Health  

Southeastern Minnesota  
TZD Steering Committee, con’t. 



Southeastern Minnesota  
TZD Steering Committee, con’t. 

•  Michael Sheehan, Olmsted County Public 
Works 

•  Nancy Klema, Mn/DOT Traffic  
•  Nelrae Succio, Mn/DOT District Engineer 
•  Sgt. Scott Tulius, Rochester Police Department
•  Sgt. Mal McCarthy, Minnesota State Patrol 
•  Sgt. Vince Scheckel, Olmsted County Sheriff's 

Office  
•  Bruce Odenbach, Driver Improvement 

Associates
•  Autumn Wright, Mn/DOT 



•   Adam Newbloom, Enhanced Driving Institute 
•   Al Smeby, Driver Improvement Associates  
•   Andrea Gierok, Winona County Safe 
   Communities
•   Ashlyn Christianson, Goodhue County Safe
   Communities 
•   Brad Kollman, DPS OTS Law Enforcement 
  Liaison
•   Capt. Nancy Silkey, State Patrol 

Southeastern Minnesota  
TZD Steering Committee 



Southeastern Minnesota  
TZD Steering Committee, con’t. 

•  Kathy Cooper, Rice County Safe 
Communities

•  Kristine Hernandez, Statewide & Southeast 
Minnesota TZD coordinator 

•  Laura Turek, DPS Office of Traffic Safety 
•  Lee Glamm, AAA 
•  Sheriff Lon Thiele, Steele County 
•  Lt. Darren Juntunen, Minnesota State Patrol 
•  Lt. Randy Slinger, Minnesota State Patrol 



Worksite 
Education & 

Policies



Goal 3:  Run-Off-Road Update 
In 2010, the 3-year average (2007-09) was 

90. 



Year-to-Date Fatality Rate 

•  As of yesterday, there were 90 traffic-
related fatalities statewide versus 127 at 
this time last year. 



County Highway Safety Plans



For additional TZD information, log on to: 
http://www.minnesotatzd.org/



Teen Driving/Parent Component 


