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Executive Summary
Background: In 2006, the southeast Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths Steering Committee developed the traffic safety

mission and goals for the region in order to move toward zero deaths for traffic-related crashes.

Problem Statement: In 2006, there were 494 deaths on Minnesota roadways and 69 of these deaths occurred on

southeast Minnesota roadways – an unacceptable number. Southeast Minnesota TZD includes partners from the 11county area (Dodge, Fillmore, Freeborn, Goodhue, Houston, Mower, Olmsted, Rice, Steele, Wabasha and Winona) who
work together to create initiatives and programs to reduce traffic fatalities.
A regional strategic plan was developed in order to identify goals and strategies to accomplish the mission. In 2011, the
data was reviewed and two of the three subcommittee goals had been met as well as nearly attaining the overall fatality
reduction goal. As a result, a new strategic plan and new goals were set, beginning in 2012.

Mission:

To move southeast Minnesota toward zero deaths on our roads using education, enforcement, engineering, and
emergency medical and trauma services.

Goal 1 – Reduce Fatal and Serious Injuries

To continuously decrease traffic-related fatalities and serious injuries in southeast Minnesota from the past 5-year
averages (2011-2015) of 43 fatalities and 123 serious injuries.
Objectives:
A. To continuously increase regional seatbelt use rates.
As of April 2016, the seat belt compliance rate in southeast Minnesota was 88.9 percent. As a region, our long-term
goal is to achieve 100 percent usage rate. Our short-term goal is to see a continuous increase in the usage rate
each year.
B. To examine the characteristics of the unbelted fatalities and serious injuries. Calculation of seat belt use in fatal
and serious crashes is possible with existing data. To continuously decrease the following:
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Region Goal 2 – TZD Partnership Goals

To continuously increase TZD awareness and partnerships across southeast Minnesota for both the general public and
traffic safety professionals
1.
A.
B.
C.

Establish the vision of TZD as a priority for all region, county, city (government agencies)
Engage local government involvement in TZD steering committee and workshops
Educate/promote traffic safety awareness of city/county officials
Promote city/county employee education/policies that facilitate the TZD vision

[Activities: Recruitment of city and county to attend TZD event, giving TZD presentations to boards/councils,
mailings/connections to Network of Employers for Traffic Safety (NETS)]
2. Create and strengthen partnerships in the region
A. Engage stakeholders
B. Develop networking relationships
C. Recruit membership of the TZD partnership
(Activities: EMS Conference booth/presentation, regional workshop, web, calendar, statistics, workshop, orientation)
3. Promote and implement effective traffic safety initiatives in the region
A. Develop and distribute resource materials
B. Provide enforcement wave support in community
C. Promote evidence-based countermeasures
D. Collect data and statistics within region
E. Implement best practices within region
(Activities: Web, brochure, one-pagers, presentations, news advisories, workshop, seatbelt observational survey and
omnibus survey, media messaging and media events, news releases regarding activities woven into existing messages,
worksite education and policy development, parent component to driver education, sober cab development, youth
enforcement and education)
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Regional Activities –

Distracted Driving Event
Oct. 9, 2015

As part of the AT&T It Can Wait® campaign,
Byron and Plainview/Elgin/Millville (PEM)
high school students, staff and communities
teamed up with AT&T, the Minnesota
Network of Employers for Traffic Safety and
Southeast Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths to
spread the word about the dangers of texting
and driving.
The schools engaged in a friendly competition the week of October 5 – 9 to garner the most pledges to never
text and drive. The winner of the challenge was announced during half-time of Friday night’s football game in
Byron. There were 1,111 pledges made to never text and drive, but with 629 pledges, Byron was the winner of
the 2015 It Can Wait challenge.
Along with the distracted driving message, the Minnesota State Patrol kicked off the upcoming seat belt
enforcement by using their t-shirt cannon to shoot “Buckle Up” t-shirts into the stands following the
announcement of the winning school.

6

It Can Wait® activities were scheduled
at each high school throughout the
week. They focused on the simple,
powerful message of AT&T’s It Can
Wait® campaign: No text is worth dying
over. Students and staff were given the
opportunity to experience the dangers
of texting and driving through a
distracted driving simulator. They were
also encouraged to sign the It Can
Wait® pledge.
Media in attendance were KAAL-TV, the
Byron Review and the Plainview News.
See pages 47-48 for media coverage.
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Regional Activities –

Drugged Driving Town Hall Meetings
Oct. 20, 2015, Mar. 21, 2016 &
Mar. 31, 2016
The Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office, Local Drug Task
Force, AAA, Minnesota State Patrol and Southeast
Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths sponsored three
regional drugged driving town hall meetings. The goal
was to educate the community, schools, parents and
politicians on drug use, abuse and trends in southeast
Minnesota. Capt. Vince Scheckel, Southeast Minnesota
Violent Crimes Task Force and Local Drug Task Force
Commander spoke regarding the trends he is seeing in
the area and Deputy Michelle Ness, Drug Recognition
Expert with the Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office, spoke
on trends regarding drugged driving and the increase
that we are seeing regionally. Participants were also
given the opportunity to attempt the DWI obstacle
course wearing drugged driving goggles.
Media in attendance were: KTTC-TV, KAAL-TV and KIMTTV. Please see pages 48-50 for media coverage.
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Regional Activities –

DWI Kick Off
Tuesday, Nov. 25, 2015
Southeast Minnesota TZD partnered with the Olmsted
County Sheriff’s Office and State Patrol to arrange a
staged DWI traffic stop. Following the stop, media
walked through the entire booking process including
implied consent, DMT, photos and fingerprinting. This
event included the Olmsted County DWI officer and a
RCTC Law Enforcement student.
Media in attendance was KAAL-TV.
Please see pages 50-53 for media coverage.
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Regional Activities –

Seat Belt Survey (April 2016)
The seat belt efforts focused this past year on educational activities, such as partnering with law enforcement
on a regional level with the various mobilizations, as well as educating citizens in southeast Minnesota and
state lawmakers. The rate has been trending upward and it is now nearly 90 percent. Focus for the upcoming
year will continue with educational efforts, combined with law enforcement mobilizations, educating parents
through driver education and worksites throughout the region.

Regional Seat Belt Survey Results
The Southeast Minnesota TZD Steering committee wanted to show the regional trends in the area, and
therefore, began collecting their regional data beginning in 2006, enlisting the help of DPS OTS evaluators to
set up a scientifically significant survey. The 2006-2016 results are shown below. Southeast Minnesota seat
belt compliance rate increased slightly from last year, showing a rate of 88.9 percent.
SE MN Belt Use Observation Survey
Conducted Annually in April

2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016

Rate
69.4%
66.5%
74.0%
73.7%
79.1%
84.7%
86.7%
86.6%
88.2%
87.3%
88.9%

+/- 5.6%
+/- 7.9%
+/- 3.5%
+/- 5.0%
+/- 3.2%
+/- 3.3%
+/- 3.3%
+/- 3.0%
+/- 3.7%
+/- 4.3%
+/- 3.3%

Range
63.8-75.1
58.6-74.3
70.5-77.4
68.6-78.7
75.8-82.3
79.2-90.2
83.3-90.0
83.7-89.6
84.5-91.9
83.0-91.6
85.6-92.2

Week Of
April 10-14
April 9-13
April 7-11
April 13-17
April 5-30
April 11-15
April 9-13
April 8-12
April 7-11
April 6-10
April 4-8

Notes
(Missing Winona)
(Missing Steele)
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Regional Activities –

Distracted Driving News Conference
April 13, 2016

The Southeast Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths partners held a distracted driving news conference on Monday,
April 11, on the Mayo Clinic Helipad to kick off the enhanced enforcement campaign.
Clyde Jordan of Kellogg, MN was killed August 31, 2013, after being rear-ended by a distracted driver. Clyde
was riding on his tractor when he was hit from behind by a distracted driver. That driver, Oscar Southbloom
spoke out to help end distracted driving.
Speakers at the news conference included Kristine Hernandez, Statewide Toward Zero Deaths program
coordinator; Dr. Scott Zietlow, Medical Director for Mayo Clinic Medical Transport; Sheriff Rodney Bartsh,
Wabasha County Sheriff’s Office; Oscar Southbloom – distracted driver convicted in fatal crash and Sgt. Troy
Christianson, Minnesota State Patrol.
The news conference was well attended with numerous law enforcement agencies, engineers, health
educators and emergency responders from the region.
Attendees also had the opportunity to tour the facility and the Mayo Mobile Blood Bank.
Media in attendance were: KTTC-TV, KAAL-TV and KIMT-TV. Please see pages 54-57 for media coverage.
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Regional Activities –

Southeast Minnesota TZD Workshop
May 5, 2016

The 12th annual Southeast Minnesota Toward Zero
Deaths Workshop was held May 5, in Rochester.
Nearly 200 traffic safety professionals attended,
representing 11 counties. Personal impact speaker
was Chris Weber. Chris struck and killed 33-yearold Andrea Boeve and seriously injured her
daughters because he made the choice to use his
phone behind the wheel. Additional speakers are
shown in the included agenda. The presentation
slides can be found at:
http://www.minnesotatzd.org/events/workshops/SE/.

The southeast Minnesota TZD initiative aims to create a collaborative, comprehensive, regional approach to
reduce traffic deaths and severe injuries. As part of these efforts, an annual workshop is held to help facilitate
the implementation of TZD in all southeast Minnesota communities. Encouraged to attend are law
enforcement, engineers, educators, emergency medical services, local policymakers and other traffic safety
advocates.
The workshop participants are surveyed annually and each year the survey respondents rate the workshop
with high marks and urge the planning team to continue to have the workshop annually. Anecdotally, the
networking and forming relationships across the “4 E” boundaries continues in southeast Minnesota.
Please see pages 58-60 for media coverage.
Workshop Attendance
• 2005: 90 participants
• 2006: 81 participants
• 2007: 96 participants
• 2008: 104 participants
• 2009: 106 participants
• 2010: 151 participants
• 2011: 159 participants
• 2012: 165 participants
• 2013: 163 participants
• 2014: 158 participants
• 2015: 189 participants
• 2016: 200 participants
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Regional Activities –
A Look at Store-Bought Breathalyzers
May 11, 2016
TZD partnered with the Minnesota State
Patrol and ABC 6 News to put store
bought breathalyzers to the test against
the breathalyzer the Minnesota State
Patrol uses. The first one cost $50, second
was $150, both of these were made by
the BACtrack. The third breathalyzer was
worth $600 dollars and is used by the
Minnesota State Patrol. The results after
two beers in just under an hour: $50
breathalyzer = .057, $150 breathalyzer =
.035, $600 breathalyzer = .028 (MN State
Patrol’s breathalyzer). The segment was nearly five minutes in length and aired numerous times.
Please see page 61 for media coverage.
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Regional Activities – Seat Belt Mobilization
“Saved by the Belt” News Conference
May 20, 2016
On July 13, 2015, Faribault Police Capt.
Neal Pederson was heading to work on
Lyndale Avenue South traveling north
when his vehicle was struck broadside by a
vehicle. The driver of the vehicle failed to
yield to Pederson.
On May 20th, 2016, Rice County Captain
Neal Pederson received a “Saved by the
Belt Award” from the Rice County Sheriff’s
Office and the Faribault Police
Department.
Faribault Police Chief Andy Bohlen and
Rice County Sheriff Troy Dunn presented
the certificate to Pederson and thanked him for being a living example that buckling up saves lives.
Please see page 62 for media coverage.
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Regional Activities –
Seat Belt Mobilization News Conference
May 23, 2016

The 10th annual Southeast MN TZD regional seat belt kick
off news conference and group photo shoot was held
Monday, May 23, at the Austin Mill Pond fishing pier.
Impact Speaker was Matt Maas. His son Logan was an 18year-old passenger in a vehicle that left the roadway and
rolled into the ditch on Dec. 18, 2015. Logan, who was
unbelted, was ejected from the vehicle and died from
injuries sustained in the crash. Matt spoke out as a
reminder of the importance of buckling up.
More than 30 agencies representing Law Enforcement,
Education, Engineering and EMS were present at this
regional event!
Media in attendance were: KTTC-TV, KIMT-TV, KAAL-TV,
Dodge County Independent and the Star Herald newspaper
(Hayfield).
Please see pages 63-67 for media coverage.
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Regional Activities –

Distribution of Regional Speed Poster (July 2016)
Austin Mill Pond fishing pier
Regional traffic safety stakeholders posed for a photo to be used in conjunction with local news releases to
distribute in their communities. About 500 posters were created and distributed across the 11-county region.
Mayo One helicopter, area ambulance services, fire departments and county maintenance also participated.
The poster was created to coincide with the July Speed enforcement wave. The kickoff event was held in
Austin. In previous years, the news conference was held in Lanesboro, Northfield, Owatonna, Red Wing,
Rochester, Winona, Kasson, Lake City and Albert Lea.
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Regional Activities –

Labor Day DWI Kick Off
Aug. 19, 2016

KAAL-TV partnered with TZD and the State
Patrol to air a TOP STORY segment (3:28) to
kick off the Impaired Driving enforcement that
included PBT “Myth Busters”… all myths were
busted!
Please see pages 67-68 for media coverage.

Regional Activities –
Labor Day DWI Kick Off
Aug. 19, 2016
Jessica Schleck and Sgt. Troy Christianson spoke with on-air personalities Duncan and Samm, KROC 106.9 FM,
regarding the enforcement and education wave. The on-air personalities played DWI/alcohol “Fact versus
Fiction,” along with participating in a controlled drink that included Preliminary Breath Testing (PBT) and field
sobriety testing. Segment aired and video was posted Friday, August 19.
In addition, Kristine Hernandez was on-air
with Julie Jones, Fox 102.5 FM on-air
personality, for a half hour DWI/alcohol “fact
versus fiction” segment on Aug. 21.
Please see pages 68-69 for media coverage.
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Regional Activities –
Olmsted County Receives National Recognition
Aug. 23, 2016
The Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office received
National Recognition for their May Click it or Ticket
TZD seat belt enforcement on August 23 at the
Government Center in Rochester. The Olmsted
County Sheriff’s Office is one of only five law
enforcement agencies in NHTSA’s Region 5 to
receive this recognition. Region 5 extends from
Minnesota to Ohio.
Please see pages 69-70 for media coverage.

Regional Activities –
TZD Decal Placement
Year-long activity
Many southeast agencies have demonstrated
their commitment to the Minnesota Toward
Zero Deaths program by adding the TZD logo to
their fleet vehicles. Using private partnerships to
further implement traffic safety, the TZD
campaign is able to reach out to the 5th “E”—
Everyone. By spreading public awareness,
partnerships are able to encourage culture
change.
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Regional Activities –
“Buckle Up” Stenciling Project
In Conjunction with Seat Belt Enforcement
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Regional Activities –
DWI Obstacle Course
In Conjunction with Impaired Enforcement
Traffic safety community partners, including: Minnesota State
Patrol, various county law enforcement, Toward Zero Deaths
stakeholders, public health educators, county engineers and
emergency medical personnel showed students and community
members the dangers of driving impaired at numerous events
throughout the region. Participants got hands-on experience to
how alcohol impacts their driving abilities. Demonstrations
included obstacle courses with pedal cars and three levels of
“drunk driving” goggles. The pedal car, used in conjunction with
goggles, emphasized the dangers of driving impaired.
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Region Goal 2 – TZD Partnership Goals

Regional Activities – Engineering
Low cost, high benefit engineering safety
improvements continue on both state and
local roadways. The district and each
county are implementing safety plans to
further reduce crashes. Although many
factors affect traffic-related fatalities –
including the economy, driver behavior
and weather – the fact remains that many
traffic safety professionals continue to
look at proactive and systematic ways to
reduce fatalities and serious injuries due
to crashes.

The county engineers continue to
implement safety projects that were identified in the county highway safety plans. The District 6 county
engineers are collaborating and applying for Highway Safety Improvement Program grants together to make
roadway improvements proactively and systematically. The direction was to identify low cost, high benefit
safety initiatives, e.g. rumble strips/rumble stripes, curve delineation, improved edge lines, intersection
lighting and intersection signing improvements on the county system.

County Safety Projects – 2015
Project Description
Fillmore County
COUNTYWIDE: ON VARIOUS CSAHS IN FILLMORE CO- FURNISH & INSTALL
CHEVRON SIGNS
Freeborn County
VARIOUS ROUTES IN FREEBORN CO- SHLDR WIDENING WITH SAFETY
WEDGE & RUMBLE STRIPES
Goodhue County
INSTALL GROUND-IN EPOXY WET-REFLECTIVE PAVEMENT MARKINGS
Wabasha County
BIT RECLAM, PAVING, RUMBLE STRIPS & SAFETY WEDGE & FROM
GOODHUE CO LN TO 2.1 MI W OF TH 63
Steele County
CSAH 35 TO 1.8 MI S OF STEELE CO CSAH 4- INSTALL CABLE MEDIAN
BARRIER
Countywide
VARIOUS LOCATIONS ON TH 14 & TH 52 IN THE VICINITY OF ROCHESTERGROOVED IN WET REFLECTIVE PAVEMENT MARKINGS

Dollar amount
55,400

1,544,500
56,100
166,666
1,000,000
528,432
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County Safety Projects – 2014
Project Description
Fillmore County
Chevron project
Freeborn County
Shoulder paving with safety edge and rumble stripes – on CSAH 8, 16, 31,
35 and 45 East
Goodhue County
Ground in 6” epoxy wet reflective marking throughout Goodhue County
Goodhue County
Rumble strip and rumble stripe throughout Goodhue County
Rice County
Roadside Hazard elimination
Rice County
Shoulder paving with safety edge and rumble stripes – CSAH 29, 21 and CR
68
Steele County
Striping project
Wabasha County
Intersection of CSAH 25
Winona County
Shoulder paving with safety edge and rumble stripes throughout

Dollar amount

$55,400
$1,194,000
$56,100
$42,570
$300,000

$277,778
$57,460
$300,000
$200,880
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Building Relationships
TZD booth and information provided
•
•
•

Southeast Minnesota EMS conference
Statewide TZD conference
Senior Expo will be October 2016

External meetings with stakeholders
•
•
•
•

Olmsted County Fatal Review (quarterly)
Bi-monthly TZD Safe Roads (all coalition coordinators) meetings
Regional TZD Enforcement grant (all law enforcement) meetings
LEL meetings

Internal Presentations
• Winter Prep at four MnDOT truck stations
• D6 DLT
• Minnesota State Patrol new trooper orientation

Building Relationships within the region

Relationships continue to be reinforced and formed through traffic safety advocates participating in the
monthly Steering Committee meetings, regional activities and news conferences and the Southeast Minnesota
TZD annual workshop.
Although this is not quantitative data analysis, the Steering Committee stakeholders believe that all of the
regional initiatives are successful because of the networking/connections that have been made in the region
as well as statewide.

Building Relationships – TZD Website

Efforts were made to ensure that all Southeast Minnesota TZD workshop materials, presentations, crash maps
and media stories were added to the regional website area.

Building Relationships – Southeast Minnesota TZD end-of-year report

In addition to creating the end-of-year report for grant purposes, the regional report is also distributed to all
of the District’s state and federal legislators in the MnDOT District 6 Legislative Report. The District Engineer
meets annually with all legislators and the TZD report is included in this discussion and booklet. The end-ofyear report is also posted online and distributed to the Southeast Minnesota Steering Committee.
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Building Relationships – Emergency Medical & Trauma Services
EMS Regional Conference – seventh year of participation
The Southeast Minnesota TZD Steering Committee is making significant progress toward getting participation
from the Emergency Medical & Trauma Services providers. For the seventh year, the regional Steering
Committee participated in the regional EMS conference to generate interest about TZD.

EMS Regional Conference – 2016
The two-day EMS conference included a TZD information booth as well as an opportunity to experience the
distracted driving simulator. A schedule was set up for steering committee volunteers to help staff the TZD
booth.
At the EMS conference exhibit area, regional crash maps and banners were displayed as well as traffic safetyrelated materials. SE MN TZD Workshop Save the Date cards were distributed and EMS attendee’s email
addresses were collected to add to the Southeast Minnesota TZD database.
This relationship continues to grow as the regional TZD coordinator has been participating in the Regional
Trauma Advisory Committee’s Education Outreach subcommittee.
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Media coverage from Distracted Driving Competition

KAAL-TV
10.06.2015

It Can Wait Campaign/Interview with Matt Logan

http://www.kaaltv.com/article/stories/s3927416.shtml
(ABC 6 News) -- Communication has changed drastically and over the years the amount we rely on our cell
phones has changed as well. But as much as they can be helpful, at times our phones can be damaging.
"About three years ago we had a pretty bad experience with a student passing away due to texting and driving.
So it's something very close to our hearts," said Tara Dunken, a teacher at Byron High School.
DeeJ Logan was a senior at Byron High School when she crashed into a stopped school bus on the first day of
school in 2012. Authorities say she was texting and driving moments before the crash.
"It's become a really hard thing for kids because that's their main form of communication now," said Dunken,
“Whether it's texting or just distracted driving, it tends to be something that kids just really struggle with and
learning to say no and not picking up that cell phone and texting back has been a huge struggle for kids,"
Dunken added.
Dunken is also the advisor for the student organization, Students Against Destructive Decisions (S.A.D.D.).
"We talk about ways in which we can help our school go against those decisions that would injure us,” said
Emma Nelson who is a senior at Byron and is part of S.A.D.D.
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With the help from S.A.D.D., Byron High School is pledging to not text and drive, with a simple text. All while
competing against rival Plainview-Elgin-Millville (PEM) for the most pledges. But for those who have pledged,
it means more than a competition.
"I think because there is so much technology it's really easy for people to get distracted. And unfortunately we
had that impact a couple years ago. So for this, we are doing it in the memory of DeeJ and trying to help make
people not make this decision again. No one wants a tragedy," said Bri Rutgers, who is also part of S.A.D.D.
Here is how the pledge works:
Anyone can participate, all you have to do is either text either ICW1113, for Byron, or ICW1101 for PEM, to
464-329. You can text once a day and the winning school will be announced at their football game this Friday.

Media coverage from Drugged Driving Town Hall meetings

KAAL-TV
10.20.2015

Authorities Seeing Spike in ‘Drugged’ Driving
By: Megan Stewart

Video: http://www.kaaltv.com/article/stories/S3941748.shtml?cat=10151
(ABC 6 News) -- Law enforcement speaking at a drug use town hall in Byron Tuesday revealed an alarming
trend they’re seeing a spike in on roads: drugged driving.
The presentation, “Drug Use: The Road Ahead in SE Minnesota,” was the first of its kind in the area, and only
the second in the state.
According to the Minnesota State Patrol, there were 5 drugged driving arrests in 1990. Last year, law
enforcement made about 1,300 arrests.
Don Marose of the Minnesota State Patrol says the issue is much more widespread than the numbers show. He
says research of Minnesota’s annual 30,000 DWI arrests shows likely 40 percent or more of those arrests also
involved drugs.
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“Where we are with drug-impaired driving is probably where we were 100 years ago with alcohol-impaired
driving,” Marose said. “We’re really on our first couple of steps here.”
Law enforcement says the issue comes in many forms, including people driving after taking their own
prescription drugs.
Authorities in Olmsted County say they’re also noticing another dangerous practice. Of the drugged driving
instances in the county, about 44 percent of people were found to have more than one drug in their system.
Michelle Ness, the first DUI-assigned deputy at the Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office, says the most common
drug combination is marijuana and stimulants like meth or cocaine.
“We’re seeing it at all times of the day,” Ness said. “First thing in the morning, late at night, people passed out
in their car at noon in a parking lot.”
Ness started her DUI enforcement role in September. She says she already has four drugged driving
investigations. However, unlike a person believed to be drunk driving, sanctions are not immediately placed on
a license of suspected drugged drivers. This is because there is no roadside test for drugs and lab results often
aren’t received for four to six months.
If the results come back positive, they are prosecuted like a drunk driver. This could include consequences like
license revocation for up to six years, fines from $1,000 to $20,000 and possible prison time.
Marose says they are ramping up training for law enforcement to spot impaired driving and educating the public
on the dangers.
Data on drugged driving injury or deadly crashes was not immediately available. The state patrol says one out
of every three traffic deaths is alcohol-related.
“We’re hoping that maybe in the next year or so we can start a pilot program to see what kind of numbers we
get and really what the extent of the problem is,” Marose said.

KIMT-TV
10.20.2015

Alcohol-related crashes down while drug-related crashes
climb
By: DeeDee Stiepan
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Video: http://kimt.com/2015/10/20/alcohol-related-crashes-down-while-drug-related-crashes-climb/
BYRON, Minn. – You may be surprised to hear that while drinking and driving numbers are on the decline, the
drug-related crashes are up in Minnesota.
In order to raise awareness and educate people on the very real dangers of driving under the influence of drugs,
a special town hall meeting was held at Byron High School on Tuesday evening.
The meeting was to educate the community on drug use, abuse and trends in southeast Minnesota.
The event is co-sponsored by AAA, the Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office, Minnesota State Patrol and Toward
Zero Deaths.
Deputies and the local drug task force commander spoke about the current trends in the area when it comes to
drugs and how that’s affecting area roads.
“Drug related crashes are going up and we want to educate people on this issue. AAA is an auto organization
that’s been in existence for 110 years and we want people to understand that we’re concerned with what affects
people, be it speeding, belts, distraction, and various types of impairment,” explains Mark Peterson with AAA.

SE TZD DWI media coverage
KAAL-TV
11.25.2015

Olmsted Co. Sheriff's Office Stages Mock DWI Arrest Ahead of Extra
Enforcement Period
By: Ben Henry
Video: http://www.kaaltv.com/article/stories/s3974475.shtml
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(ABC 6 News) -- With the holiday season upon us , schedules are filled with plans with friends and family.
Often with that comes a time for celebration. While New Year’s Eve gets a spot light for partying,
Thanksgiving Eve does pretty well too.
That is why all Minnesota law enforcement agencies are starting the extra DWI enforcement on Minnesota
roads, November 25th and staying strong though January 2nd.
"We'd love to go through the entire weekend, and not have a single DWI arrest, certainly not have any fatal
crashes related to [a] DWI. That's the way we'd really like to have it but unfortunately there's so many folks that
are willing to take those risks," said Sheriff Kevin Torgerson with the Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office about
Thanksgiving weekend.
To help drive this message home, ABC 6 News teamed up with the Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office for a
staged DWI arrest; performed by the county’s only DWI patrol deputy, Michelle Ness.
"We'll be out this holiday season, every night," said Deputy Ness.
Ness went through the entire process of a DWI arrest; from sobriety tests, all the way to the booking and
mugshot.
Ness said in her first 30 shifts she recorded 17 arrests, much higher than a typical patrol deputy.
"You know the numbers are they good or bad? Depends on how you look at it. Bad, that's 17 people I arrested;
good that means 17 people I arrested before they were involved in a crash and hurt anybody," Ness said.
Ness says a DWI will affect your life and everyone involved forever. She says her role with the Sheriff’s Office
is her niche.
"I came into law enforcement because I had a close friend get killed by a drunk driver. So from that day I said I
wanted to do DUI enforcement," she added.
"The impact is felt [through] generations," Sheriff Torgerson said, "You know a missing mom, a missing
grandma, missing brother or sister. Tragedy at all angles.”
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So from November 25th through January 2nd, your chances are increased of getting pulled over and booked, if
you decide to make the wrong decision.
"Enjoy yourself but just make your planning ahead and have a sober drive,” Ness said.
"We want people to be safe and enjoy the holidays in a safe way and if you drink too much, get a ride,” Sheriff
Torgerson said.
Here is a list of cab services in Olmsted County, near Rochester:
·

Med City Taxi: (507) 282-8294 | http://www.medcitytaxi.com/

·

Yellow Cab of Rochester: (507) 282-2222 | http://yellowcabmedcity.com/

·

Rochester Taxi: (507) 424-8294 | https://www.facebook.com/RochesterTaxiInc

Auto Pilots is unique service for those in the Rochester area looking to get home safely. On its website, it calls
itself, “Your designated driver,” and says when it’s time to get home, they will get you there safely without you
getting into the driver’s seat.
Auto Pilots will come to your location, with more than one driver, to drive your car home with you. The other
driver follows the car home and then leaves with the driver of your car.
·

Auto Pilots: (507) 208-0879 | http://www.autopilotsinc.com/

KIMT-TV
11.24.2015

How drinking impairs your skills
By: Adam Sallet
Video: http://kimt.com/2015/11/23/how-drinking-impairs-your-skills/
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ROCHESTER, Minn. – We’ve all heard the dangers of drunk driving. On Monday we decided to find out what
it’s really like to be under the influence, while trying to function.
The Minnesota State Patrol uses three different pairs of goggles that mimic what it’s like below the legal limit
of .08, slightly above the limit, and three times what is allowed. Our reporter struggled as he tried to balance
one foot in the air, about six inches off the ground, while counting and looking at his toes. It only got worse as
the goggles got denser and denser. He also struggled to walk up and down a straight line, heel to heel. Those
with the Minnesota State Patrol say this is some of what they look for when it comes to drunk drivers. “There
are certain signs we look for and you know balance is a big thing and following instructions is another thing that
people are impaired have a hard time doing,” Sgt. Troy Christianson with the Minnesota State Patrol says.
About 28,000 people in Minnesota are arrested each year for DWI. We are told law enforcement also have drug
goggles that simulate being high.

KIMT-TV
11.24.2015

Extra enforcement on area roads
By: Adam Sallet
Video: http://kimt.com/2015/11/24/extra-enforcement-on-area-roads/

KIMT News 3 – Get ready for extra enforcement on area roads during the holidays.
Starting Wednesday, patrols statewide will be cracking down on drunk drivers. More than 300 agencies will be
working overtime through January 2. Authorities say this is a key time to get the word out about drinking and
driving as Thanksgiving and Christmas have high rates of fatal crashes related to drunk driving. In fact, law
enforcement say during Thanksgiving more than four people are arrested every hour for DWI. “A lot of its
because the longer weekend and family gatherings and a lot of parties so that’s why we will see an increased in
DWI arrests. It’s also a leading factor in fatal crashes,” Sgt. Troy Christianson with the Minnesota State Patrol
says.
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Last year more than 25,000 people were arrested for DWI, about 70 a day.

Distracted Driving News Conference

KIMT-TV
04.11.2016

Minnesota Man Speaking Out Against Distracted Driving
By: MyKayla Hilgart
Video:
http://kimt.com/2016/04/11/minnesota-man-speaking-out-against-distracted-driving/

KIMT News 3 – In August 2013, Clyde Jordan, of Kellogg, was killed while on his tractor after being rearended by a distracted driver.
That driver, Oscar Southbloom, is now speaking out to help end distracted driving.
Southeast Minnesota regional law enforcement officers, Toward Zero Deaths Safe Roads coalitions, regional
traffic safety stakeholders, MnDOT and the Department of Public Safety came together with
Southbloom on Monday to announce enhanced enforcement and education to eliminate distracted driving.
The initiative will last through April 17.
According Toward Zero Deaths, distracted driving is a leading factor in crashes, contributing to one in four
crashes on Minnesota roads, including 17,400 crashes, resulting in 74 deaths and 174 serious
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injuries in 2015. During the 2015 extra enforcement distracted driving campaign, law enforcement ticketed 909
drivers for texting and driving, a 65 percent increase over the previous year.

KTTC-TV
04.11.2016

Statewide Crackdown on Distracted Driving
By: Tori Bokios
Video:
http://www.kttc.com/category/131445/video?clipId=12355108&autostart=true

FOX 47-TV
04.11.2016

Statewide crackdown on distracted driving through April 18
By: Tori Bokios
Video:
http://www.myfox47.com/story/31694997/2016/04/11/statewide-crackdown-on-distracted-driving-throughapril-18
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ROCHESTER, Minn. (FOX 47) – If you text behind the wheel, you can soon expect a ticket. Starting Monday,
officers across the state are cracking down on distracted drivers.
The Minnesota State Patrol says they typically see an uptick in distracted driving around this time of year, when
the weather starts to warm up.
So Monday, on the Saint Mary's Hospital helipad, State Patrol and other agencies announced that through April
17, they'll be zeroing in on distracted drivers.
This isn't just texting; authorities can pull you over for eating, changing the radio, controlling rowdy passengers,
even daydreaming.
The first ticket is $50, the next is more than $200, but State Patrol says fines aren't the worst consequence.
“It's a life changing event,” said Minnesota State Patrol Sgt. Troy Christianson. "And that's what people are
always afraid of the fine amounts, but the fines are the least of your worries when you can
impact, change your life or change someone else's life forever.”
At the news conference, Oscar Southbloom spoke out about his distracted driving experience. He rear-ended a
tractor in Kellogg in 2013, killing a farmer, and changing his own life forever.
Distracted driving contributed toward 174 serious injuries and 74 deaths last year alone.

KAAL-TV
04.11.2016
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Law Enforcement Cracking Down on Distracted
Driving
Video:
http://www.kaaltv.com/news/law-enforcement-cracking-down-on-distracted-driving-southern-minnesota-saintmarys-helipad-rochester-/4103474/

ABC 6 News - Extra enforcement on Minnesota roads began Monday. It's part of an effort to raise awareness
about the dangers of driving while distracted.
Several law enforcement agencies gathered on the Mayo One helipad on top of Saint Marys Hospital in
Rochester to launch the statewide effort. Oscar Southbloom was a distracted driver
convicted in a fatal crash... after rear-ending a man who was killed while riding on his tractor.
"As I turned around to see if I could pull in the left lane to pass the tractor, when I turned back, I was right at the
end of the tractor and I actually impacted the tractor before I had the
chance to brake or anything like that," said Southbloom. "I guess the biggest take-away from it is that you're not
only responsible for your own life when you're driving, you're also
responsible for the lives of everybody else that's on the road."
According to Southeast Minnesota Towards Zero Deaths," distracted driving is a leading factor in one in four
crashes on Minnesota roads.
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SE TZD workshop media coverage
KTTC-TV
05/05/2016

Driver Shares Emotional Story of Deadly Distracted Driving Crash
By: Niala Charles
Video: http://www.kttc.com/story/31903515/2016/05/05/driver-shares-emotional-story-of-deadly-distracteddriving-crash (2:50)
(MOST SHARED LINK ON KTTC-TV)
Video: http://www.kttc.com/category/131445/video (1:21)

ROCHESTER, Minn. (KTTC) More than 200 members of law enforcement gathered at the Rochester International Event Center in an effort to
save lives from the dangers of distracted driving.
People in attendance hard the emotional story about a tragic crash that took the life of Andrea Boeve from
Steen, Minn.
The mother of two was on a bike ride with her children on Highway 270 near their family farm in June of 2014
when tragedy hit.
Chris Weber was driving that day, when he looked down at his phone to do some online banking, and crashed
into Andrea, taking her life.
That choice is something he said he will regret for the rest of his life. He shared his remorse, and the painful
lesson he learned with the crowd gathered at the International Event Center.

KAAL-TV
05/05/2016
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Toward Zero Deaths Conference
By: Betsy Singer
Video:
http://www.kaaltv.com/article/12728/?vid=3679218&v=1

KIMT-TV
05/05/2016

“A Bad Choice,” One Man Knows First Hand the Consequences of
Distracted Driving
By: Adam Sallet
Video:
http://kimt.com/2016/05/05/a-bad-choice-one-man-knows-first-hand-the-consequences-of-distracted-driving/

59

ROCHESTER, Minn. – It’s a choice that can’t be taken back. In 2014, 26-year old Chris Weber’s life was
turned upside down. Weber was driving and using his cell phone when he hit and killed Andrea Boeve and
seriously injured her two daughters while they were on a bike ride.
On Thursday, Weber told that heart wrenching story at the 12th annual Southeast Minnesota Toward Zero
Deaths Workshop. The room was filled with more than 200 traffic safety professions.
Weber is determined to make other people aware of his consequences and was even a part of a Minnesota
Department of Public Safety PSA called “Shattered Dreams.”
“I’m the one that did that. I think that opens people’s eyes a little bit and they understand that this is real, this
isn’t just a video, this is the real person,” says Weber.
With traffic deaths already at 100 in 2016, the workshop gave traffic safety professionals the opportunity to
brainstorm and figure out what can be done to turn that trend around.

FOX 47-TV
05/05/2016

Driver Shares Emotional Story of Deadly Distracted Driving Crash
Link: http://www.myfox47.com/story/31905939/2016/05/05/driver-shares-emotional-story-of-deadlydistracted-driving-crash

ROCHESTER, Minn. (FOX 47) More than 200 members of law enforcement gathered at the Rochester International Event Center in an effort to
save lives from the dangers of distracted driving.
People in attendance hard the emotional story about a tragic crash that took the life of Andrea Boeve from
Steen, Minn.
The mother of two was on a bike ride with her children on Highway 270 near their family farm in June of 2014
when tragedy hit.
Chris Weber was driving that day, when he looked down at his phone to do some online banking, and crashed
into Andrea, taking her life.
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That choice is something he said he will regret for the rest of his life. He shared his remorse, and the painful
lesson he learned with the crowd gathered at the International Event Center.

KTTC-TV
05.11.2016

Taking the Test: A Look at Store-Bought Breathalyzers
By: Ben Henry
Video:
http://www.kaaltv.com/news/taking-the-test-a-look-at-store-bought-breathalyzers/4134795/?cat=10151

(ABC 6 News) - Drinking and driving continues to be an issue on Minnesota roads, in 2014 there were 25,258
DWI arrests alone.
Not only do authorities have to worry about the thousands of drivers who drive impaired every day, but they are
also concerned about a device, which can be bought at the drug store, that tests one’s blood alcohol level
(BAC).
ABC 6 News wanted to put the store bought breathalyzers to the test against a breathalyzer the Minnesota State
Patrol uses.
One was worth $50, another for $150, those two were made by the same company BACtrack. The third
breathalyzer was worth $600 dollars and is used by the Minnesota State Patrol.
Here are the results after reporter Ben Henry had two beers in just under an hour: $50 breathalyzer = .057, $150
breathalyzer = .035, $600 breathalyzer = .028 (MN State Patrol’s breathalyzer)
"This one is going to be the most accurate out of all of them,” said Sergeant Troy Christianson with the MN
State Patrol about the $600 device, "The quality of it, it's the company, and we calibrate them on a regular basis
so we check them once a month and make sure they are accurate."
Olmsted County’s DWI patrol deputy Michelle Ness’s sole job is to look for impaired drivers. She’s dealt with
the store bought breathalyzers in the past and, simply put, she does not like them, "It's terrible... we had a DUI,
it was actually another officer I watched had a DUI arrest, he [the driver] had a home breathalyzer and he had it
at the bar with him. When he got pulled over he said, ‘my home breathalyzer said I'm only at a .06 I'm fine.’ He
was like a .14."
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Keep in mind the legal limit for Minnesota drivers is .08, but Deputy Ness says no matter how much you blow
if you are impaired and they feel like you cannot drive safely they can arrest you with a DWI.
Both the Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office and the MN State Patrol say to never drink and drive and to always
get a safe ride home.

KDHL 920
05.24.16

Faribault Police Officer Receives ‘Saved by the Belt’ Award
By: Gordy Kosfeld

Link: http://kdhlradio.com/faribault-police-officer-receives-saved-by-the-belt-award/?trackback=fbshare_top
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Annual TZD Regional Seatbelt Kickoff News Conference & Group Photo Shoot

KAAL-TV
05.23.2016

Law Enforcement Kicks Off "Click It or Ticket" Campaign (2:01)
By: Dan Conradt
Video:
http://www.kaaltv.com/news/law-enforcement-kicks-off-click-it-or-ticketcampaign/4147416/?cat=10151

(ABC 6 News) -- It was one family's poignant story about the importance of wearing seat belts.

"Last night marks the 157th night of going to tuck my son into bed and only having an empty bed and a picture
to tuck in," Matt Maas said.
It was 157 nights ago that Dodge County Sheriff Scott Rose got the call from one of his deputies:
"He said it's Matt's kid ... it's Logan. It's Logan Maas, and he's dead," Sheriff Scott Rose remembered.
"My son was killed December 18th, 2015 in a motor vehicle accident," Matt Maas told ABC 6 News.
Logan Maas was a senior at Triton High school. "We found ourselves answering questions about eye and tissue
donation, planning a funeral service and putting picture boards together for his funeral, not his graduation,"
Matt Maas said.
On Monday, law enforcement officers and first responders from across southeastern Minnesota gathered in
Austin to launch a statewide seatbelt education and enforcement campaign.
"I'm here today with the TZD efforts to try and share our story so other people don't have to live it
themselves," Matt Maas said. TZD is "Toward Zero Deaths".
"We do have a good usage rate. Statewide I think it's 94 percent," said the Albert Lea Police Department's Jeff
Strom.
"But what we do know is that of the people who are dying on our roadways, half of those people are
unbuckled," added state TZD Coordinator Kristine Hernandez.
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"In the event of a crash, odds are six times greater for injury of a motorist is not buckled up," said Minnesota
State Patrol Sgt. Troy Christianson.
On the night Logan Maas was killed ...
"He was unbelted in a rollover and ejected from the vehicle," his father, Matt, explained.
"It's not something any family should have to go through."
But maybe avoiding a family's worst nightmare begins ... with a click.
"It's as simple as buckling up," Matt Maas said.
The "Click it Or Ticket" campaign kicks off on the eve of the Memorial Day weekend. Participating agencies will
have extra safety patrols on the road, helping enforce Minnesota's seat belt laws.

KIMT-TV
05.23.2016

Click It or Ticket” Starts Today (1:57)
By: Hannah Funk
Video:
http://kimt.com/2016/05/23/click-it-or-ticket-starts-today/

AUSTIN, Minn.- Law enforcement officials in Southern Minnesota are coming together to encourage drivers of
all ages to buckle up, but it’s one Minnesota man’s tragic story that’s reminding us all what can happen if you
don’t.
December 18th, 2015 is a day that the Matthew Maas and his family will remember for the rest of their lives.
His son, Logan, was a passenger in a vehicle that was involved in a rollover crash.
“The best part of Christmas is getting to see the kids smile and that was replaced by wiping each other’s
tears,” said Maas.
Logan was not wearing a seat belt and was ejected from the vehicle.
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“Having it actually happen to our family and living this nightmare ourselves and having to have an empty seat
at the dinner table, having someone not there for their birthday or Christmas is not something any family
should go through,” said Maas.
Law enforcement in Southeast Minnesota and Toward Zero Deaths – the state’s traffic safety program – are
launching a statewide seat belt education and enforcement effort. They hope someday no family will have to
learn that a loved one has died in a crash.
“Letting a loved one know that someone has passed is difficult,” said Lt. Jeff Strom, Albert Lea Police
Department.
Since 2011 537 unbelted motorists have lost their lives and this campaign is encouraging drivers to buckle up.
It might be that one time you don’t buckle up that takes your life.
“My son was religious about wearing his seat belt,” said Maas. “He always wore his seat belt. He would stop
the car if someone was in his car and wasn’t buckled up. He wouldn’t go anywhere until they were buckled
up”
Maas also wants to remind people that it can happen to anyone.
“It’s very possible to have it happen to any one of us,” said Maas.
Additional officers, deputies and sheriffs will be on the road checking for seat belt violations until June 5th.

Dodge County Independent
05.23.2016
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Star Herald
05.23.2016
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Steele County Times
05.23.2016

August Distracted Driving Kick off – Labor Day Media Coverage
KAAL-TV
8.26.2016

Busting the Myths of Beating the Breathalyzer (3:28)
By: Ben Henry
Video: http://www.kaaltv.com/article/12728/?vid=3751134&v=1
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(ABC 6 News) -- Last year in Minnesota, there were more than 25,000 DWI arrests. In hopes to lower that
number more than 300 law enforcement agencies are cracking down on impaired drivers during an end-of-thesummer, extra DWI enforcement campaign.
"Usually we can tell,” said Sergeant Troy Christianson with the Minnesota State Patrol. “The reason we stop
them for is usually some kind of driving conduct or a driving complaint."
August averages the highest number of DWI arrests each year with more than 2500. Sgt. Christianson says of
the thousands of people who are arrested each year there are many who try to beat the system.
There are a few rumors of ways to trick a breathalyzer test (BAC test); ABC 6 News teamed up with the State
Patrol to put those rumors to the test.
We chose three myths – mouthwash, sucking on a penny, and peanut butter and water. The last one might seem
odd, but Sgt. Christianson said it’s been tried.
Three people volunteered to do the tests; each had two cocktails within an hour and then took a BAC test.
Shortly after, each volunteer did one of the three myths.
Mouthwash volunteer: The first BAC test registered a .035; after swishing mouthwash and taking the second
BAC test it registered a .261.
Myth #1: BUSTED
Penny trick volunteer: The first BAC test registered a .065; after sucking a penny for about a minute the second
BAC test registered a .070.
Myth #2: BUSTED
Peanut butter and water volunteer: The first BAC test registered a .034; after a spoon full of "Skippy" and sip of
water to help it down, the second BAC test registered a .034.
Myth #3: BUSTED
"There is no way to actually trick the PBT [BAC test],” said Sgt. Christianson.
“If you've been consuming alcohol you can't mask it in anyway by putting anything in your mouth. What we are
doing is a true and accurate test. That's why we go through a process that we do; to make sure it's accurate and
fair."
Again, the extra enforcement continues through September 5th. Sgt. Christianson says the average cost of a
DWI is $10,000.

KROC-FM
8.19.2016

Controlled Drinking Experiment with Dunken and Samm, TZD and the
Minnesota State Patrol
By: Dunken and Samm
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Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=UcdGwowD6CI&app=desktop

Olmsted County Sheriff’s Department receives National Recognition for Safety
Initiatives Media Coverage
KAAL-TV
8.23.2016

Olmsted County Sheriff’s Department receives National Recognition
for Safety Initiatives
Video: http://www.kaaltv.com/article/12728/?vid=3749091&v=1

Post-Bulletin
8.23.2016
Link: Olmsted Sheriff's Office receives seat-belt honor (Post-Bulletin) (VIEW ONLINE)
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Olmsted County Sheriff's Office Receives Seat Belt Honor
The Olmsted County Sheriff's Office received a major recognition Wednesday for its May/June "Click it or
Ticket."
It is one of five law enforcement agencies in the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration's Region 5 to
receive the honor, the office said. The region stretches from Minnesota to Ohio.
The work was part of the Toward Zero Deaths push to get more people to buckle up.
The administration said the Olmsted County Sheriff's Office has been aggressive in getting people to buckle up.
Officers issued 118 seat belt and child restraint violations during the most recent campaign. The department was
praised for how well it works with the Rochester Police Department and State Patrol.
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