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Trooper Jason Engeldinger 
 Minnesota State Patrol – Virginia 



Traffic crashes are the leading killer of 
Minnesota teens, primarily due to 

inexperience, risk-taking behind the wheel, 
speeding and distracted driving.   

To confront this issue Minnesota State 
Troopers and local law enforcement officers 
brought an innovative seatbelt program to 

the high school students in  
Northeastern Minnesota  

3 



4 



5 



Pre-Presentation 
Contact local school officials 
Contact local law 
enforcement 

Media  
News release to local media 

Law Enforcement 

Pre-presentation seatbelt 
survey 

Presentation 
Public Service announcement to 
students  
How to Save a Life Video 

Post-Presentation  

Week of enhanced enforcement with local law enforcement 
Post-presentation seatbelt survey 
Monthly law enforcement  presence and enforcement   
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Local Law Enforcement  
Conduct informal survey 

Designate a specific area 

Primary focus 
seatbelt compliance  

Complete survey form 

7 



No group of drivers has ever been more educated 
about the importance of seatbelts than young drivers. 
They couldn't even leave the hospital where they 
were born without a car seat. And yet, no group of 
drivers fails to buckle up more often than young 
drivers. The Minnesota State Patrol has had enough. 
It has developed a video called, “How to Save a 
Life.”  

Teenagers will see a carload of driver's safety 
material before they earn their own set of keys. But 
there's something about “How to Save a Life” the 
State Patrol hopes will make a bigger impact. The 
video mixes the grim reality of crash scenes with 
even grimmer testimony of the emotional aftermath. 

“We can talk to about two hundred people dying and 
why you wear your seatbelt. We can talk until we're 
blue in the face but we show this video for 15 
minutes and it puts it in a whole different 
perspective.”  
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Introduction 

•  Student receives educational handouts, such as bail sheet handouts, 
seatbelt, dwi and distracted driving brochures 

•  Trooper introduction 

Presentation 

•  Video prep – it is graphic but a reality 
•  Seatbelt compliance and goal 

Presentation 

•  Current MSP Weekly Brief Statistics 
•  Present How to Save a Life video 

Conclusion 

•  Pay Attention 
•  Slow down – follow the speed limit 
•  Don’t drink & drive 
•  Buckle up 
•  One on one question & answer with students 
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Law Enforcement, school 
officials and the media work 
together to promote safety 
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Participating High Schools . Grand Rapids, Bigfork, Deer River 
& Greenway combined high school enrollment of 1265 

Largest city  – Grand Rapids 
16 cities and 42 organized townships 

Itasca County – population 43,000  
3000 square miles   
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Total stops 
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The purpose of this program is to 
combine efforts of high school officials, 
media, local police, county sheriff, and 

the state patrol to encourage safer 
teenage driving.  

Our statistics prove, that working 
together, we can significantly improve 
seatbelt compliance and traffic safety 

for our students. 
Trooper Jason Engeldinger 
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Grand Rapids  
High School 

 Student 
Population 

720 

Pre-Project survey 
92 % Seatbelt Use 

Post-Project 
survey  
100 %  

Seatbelt use 

Greenway  
High School 

Student 
Population 

270 

Pre-Project survey 
63 % Seatbelt Use 

Post-Project 
survey  
83 %  

Seatbelt use 

Bigfork  
High School 

Student 
Population 

100 

Pre-Project  survey 
74 % Seatbelt Use 

Post-Project 
survey  
87 % 

Seatbelt use 

Deer River 
High School 

Student 
Population 

175 

Pre-Project survey 
86% Seatbelt Use 

Post-Project 
survey  
95% 

Seatbelt use 
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Trp. Jason Engeldinger, SP 164 
218-748-2426 (MSP Dispatch) 

Ofc. Brian Mattson, #326 
218-326-3464 (GRPD Dispatch) 
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