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OTS Mission 

To reduce traffic deaths and 
serious injuries on Minnesota 
roads by influencing motorists’ 
behavior. 



Values Supporting Mission: 
Data Driven and Research-Based 

● Problem identification 

●  Who,  What, When, Where and Why of Traffic Crashes 

●  Incorporate proven countermeasures  

● Target resources to biggest problems and what 

works 

● Evaluate for impact  



Minnesota Traffic Safety Successes 

 Third lowest fatality  
rate in the U.S. 

 Alcohol-related fatality 
rate (VMT) is approximately  
half the national average 

 Number of unbelted deaths 
and serious injuries  
decreased 48% from  
2006-2010 

•  Number of deaths decreased 15% 

•  Number of serious injuries decreased 36% 



OTS Core Functions 

1.  State and Local Community Engagement 

2.  Program Delivery 

3.  Research and Evaluation 

4.  Policy Development  

& Support 



Core Function:  
Traffic Safety Policy Development and Support 

2007 
 Pilot Ignition Interlock 

2008 
 Graduated Driver’s License  
 No Electronic Communications 

 (text, e-mail, web access) 

2009 
 Booster Seat 
 Primary Seat Belt 

2010 
 DWI Administrative  

 Sanctions/Ignition Interlock 



2006-2010 Fatalities and Severe Injuries	
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NE 2007-2010 Region Fatalities by County	


38 total fatalities in 2010 (average 44)	




NE Region Fatality Trends 2007-2010	
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2006-2010 NE Region Inattention-Related 
Fatalities  and Severe Injuries	
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2007-2010 Inattention-Related Fatalities and 
Severe Injuries by County	


13 inattention-related in 2010 (average 36)	




NE	  Region	  Ina,en-on-‐Related	  Audience	  

 Who? 
 All ages 
 Male and Female (disproportionately affected) 

 When? 
 “Work hours”, (around)8am-8pm 



Strategy Example:  
Parent Involvement  

 Promote parent/teen driving contracts and 
revocation forms 

 Require parent attendance at driver’s education 
for teen to be able to pass the class 

6/16/11 14 



Strategy Example:  
Worksite Policy Implementation 

 Employee education, promotion of enforcement 
and policy implementation  

6/16/11 

15 



2006-2010 NE Region Alcohol-Related 
Fatalities  and Severe Injuries	
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2007-2010 Alcohol-Related Fatalities  and 
Severe Injuries by County	
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48 alcohol-related in 2010 (average 54)	




NE	  Region	  Alcohol-‐Related	  Audience	  

 It	  may	  be	  cliché,	  but…	  
 Young	  (21-‐29)	  

 Male	  (3	  out	  of	  4	  K+A)	  
 Weekend	  
 Night	  -me;	  early	  morning	  
(8pm-‐4am)	  



Strategy Example: 
Alternative Rides Home 

 Who is participating in 
their area?  
 Isanti County: Safe Cab 

 Resource: Minnesota 
Safe Ride Guide  

6/16/11 

19 

http://www.minnesotatzd.org/network/state/saferide/guide.html 



Strategy Example: 
Ignition Interlock  

  Reduces recidivism on 
average 64% while installed. 

  Reduces the economic 
impact of impaired driving 
by $3 -$7 for every $1 
spent.  

  Offenders agree interlock is 
a fair sanction 

6/16/11 

20 

http://www.minnesotaignitioninterlock.org  



2006-2010 NE Region Speed-Related Fatalities  
and Severe Injuries	
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2007-2010 Speed-Related Fatalities  and Severe 
Injuries by County	


28 speed-related in 2010 (average 43)	




NE Region Speed-Related Audience 

 Who? 
 16-29 (Over 50% of K+A) 
 Male (70% of K+A) 

 When? 
 Weekend (particularly Saturday) 
 All day problem (8pm-midnight bad) 



Strategy Example:  
High Visibility Enforcement 

 Multiple jurisdictions and/or multiple squads are out at the same time 
patrolling, often in brightly colored vests and signs.  

 Publicizing is done through statewide paid media, community events for 
the local media and a public education campaign (posters, letter to the 
editor) in the community about the enforcement. 

6/16/11 24 



2006-2010 NE Region Unbelted Fatalities and 
Severe Injuries	
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2008-2010 NE Region Percentage of 
Injury Type by Belt Use	
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NE Region Seat Belt Audience 

 Male (Over 2 out of 3 K+A) 
 Skews young (Over half (54%) of unbelted K+A 15-34) 
 45% of unbelted K+A also alcohol-related 



NE TZD 2008-2010 - Key Themes 
 Fatalities and severe injuries have decreased 19% since 2008 in Northeast	


 Overall, most fatal and severe crashes occur during the “good weather” months	


 1 out of 3 of the killed and severely injured were 15-29 years old	


 Nearly 3 out of 4 fatalities were males	


 Male motor vehicle occupants are more likely to be unbelted than female motor vehicle 
occupants	


 4 times as many male alcohol-related fatalities than female	


 Relatively high percentage of inattention-related fatalities and severe injuries among 
females compared to males	


 Speeding is a major factor in single vehicle crashes – particularly from 15-34 years-old. 



Web sites 

● DPS, Office of Traffic Safety 
www.dps.mn.gov 

●  TZD Web Site 
www.minnesotatzd.org 

● NHTSA Web site 
www.nhtsa.gov 

●  Facebook 
facebook.com/pages/ 
MnDPS-OTS-Traffic-Safety 

●  Twitter 
twitter.com/MnDPS OTS 


