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TZD Goal for 2020:

 300 or fewer traffic-related deaths

 850 or fewer traffic-related serious injuries



Purpose of Fatal Review
 Identify trends that contributed to recent 

crashes, resulting fatalities or serious injuries

 Identify how crashes could have been avoided
 Determine specific actions to implement to 

help prevent similar
crashes



Purpose of Fatal Review

 The priority is to review all fatal crashes, 
however reviewing serious injury crashes 
should be done as well to help identify recent 
trends. 



Fatal Review Participants
 Local & State law enforcement

 County & State District Traffic engineers

 Emergency Medical & Trauma Service responders

 TZD Safe Roads coordinator



Fatal Reviews - Confidentiality
 May identify sensitive and/or confidential 

information.

 Non-essential personnel should not be present. 

 A subcommittee of TZD Safe Roads coalition 
and is invite only.



Obtaining Crash Information 
and Crash Reports
 OTS will send a list of all serious injury and 

fatal crashes quarterly to TZD Safe Roads 
coordinators – covers all roads

 Recommended Fatal Review committee meet 
after the case has been closed

 Recommendation is to set up quarterly 
reviews for the year – cancel if not needed



OTS Serious Injury and Fatal Crash Lists



Crash Factors

 Human

 Roadway

 Vehicle

http://www.albertleatribune.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/0202.hwy13crash.1.jpg


Committee Recommendations
 Enhance public awareness of fatal and serious 

injury crash trends

 Engineering Changes

 Enhanced enforcement

 Enhancing communication between engineering 
and first responders

 Crashes on county road that result in potential 
engineering solutions; communicated to county 
engineer.  



FRC 
Worksheets







Law 
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D4SC Crash Review 2/10/15 Hwy 33/35



Driving 4 Safe Communities
Crash Trends:

 Driver Inattentiveness

 Speeding

 Failure to Yield

 Driving Under the Influence 
of Drugs & Alcohol

 Highway 33 /35



D4SC Quarterly Report
Driving 4 Safe Communities - Fatal Review Committee

Meeting Date:  September 8, 2015

Attended by: EMS – Randy Strohmeyer

Engineering – Vic Lund

Education – Allison Nicolson

Enforcement – Jason Hanson, Steve Purse, Joshua Graves

The Fatal Review Committee met at 0900 hours on September8th, 2015 at the State 
Patrol Office. 

The committee reviewed seven serious injury crashes and seven fatal crashes.



Fatal Crash 

Date & time: 2/10/15 at 1015 hours  

Location:  Hwy 35/33 

Agencies: State Patrol

Two Vehicle crash:  

D-1: 33 year old male driving 96 Camry (V-1). 1 passenger; 24 year old female (fatality)

Impaired; drugs and alcohol.

D-2: 57 year old female driving 08 Suburban (V-2). 6 passengers.

D-1 ran stop sign at hwy 35/33 intersection where traffic merges onto the freeway. V-1 hit 
V-2 at a speed of 55mph. The intersection has been a problem in the past. Drivers tend 
to not stop and are entering the intersection at 50-55mph.County Engineers are 
working on a solution for this intersection. All involved were belted. Clear and sunny 
day. Weather was not a factor



Fatal Crash Continued

Factors: Inattention, failure to yield, speed, and driving under the influence of drugs 
and alcohol were the factors that contributed to this crash. This area has been of 
importance to our county engineers as there have been other crashes at this 
location within the last year. A temporary fix has posting a “Your Speed” sign, and 
removing unneeded signs has been completed at this intersection. This is the short 
term fix. The long term fix will be to change the construction of the intersection, 
add stop bars and yellow lines for stop warning, as well as decrease the 50mph to 
45mph. Some education could also be done in the crash scenarios of this 
intersection. The media has attributed the recent  crashes at this location to the 
roadway construction, when all three crashes were alcohol or drug impaired 
related crashes. Enforcement will be monitoring this corner for a while and citing 
those that run the stop sign.



Trends of Reviewed Crashes:

• 6 of the crashes reviewed were related to driving under the influence of either 
drugs or alcohol or both, speed and inattention. 

• 14 crashes we reviewed, 13 were crashes caused by male drivers; 10 between the 
ages of 21-28

• 4 of the crashes were no seat belt use and when not worn, resulted in a fatality 
100% of the time. 

• In the last few FRC meetings we also saw a trend in the locations where crashes 
have been taking place over the course of a one-two year period of time. Our 
county engineers are in the process of temporarily fixing some of those crash 
locations as well as putting in for a permanent fix.  



Action Plans:

1. Crash #14 – A temporary fix was done  at the Hwy 33 and Hwy 35 intersection -
reduced the number of signs on the road and placing a flashing speed sign.  A 
permanent fix is being discussed. The permanent – possible reconstruction of the 
intersection, reduction of speed , adding stop bars and yellow lines for stop 
warning. Some education needs to be done with this crash being the media has 
portrayed the recent three crashes at this corner to the roadway construction, 
when all three crashes were alcohol or drug impaired related crashes. 
Enforcement will be monitoring this corner for a while and citing those that run 
the stop sign.  

2. The youngest and most severe injury / fatal crashes were mostly males ages 21-28; 
education can be done with male employers / employees on DUI, drugged driving, 
speed and seatbelt use.  



Jana Peterson, jpeterson@pinejournal.com 

Duluth News Tribune http://www.duluthnewstribune.com 

Two hurt in two separate crashes at I-35/Highway 33 junction in Cloquet Duluth Minnesota 424 W. First St. 55802  It’s the same accident every time,

Cloquet Area Fire District Chief Kevin Schroeder said Thursday morning after ambulance crews were called to the intersection of the northbound Interstate

35 ramp and state Highway 33 in Cloquet for a second time in less than 24 hours.In both cases, a vehicle turning from southbound Highway 33 to the ramp

to northbound I-35 failed to yield and pulled in front of another vehicle traveling northbound on Highway 33, having just exited I-35.It’s been the site of

many collisions over the years. Sgt. Neil Dickenson, a Minnesota State Patrol spokesman, was on the scene at Thursday’s crash.“It seems to be a common

theme there,” he said. “The majority (of crashes) are people failing to yield or stop.”Dickenson said motorists attempting to turn from southbound Highway

33 onto northbound I-35 should be cautious. Cross-traffic there often is traveling at high speeds as vehicles use the curved, hilly ramp that merges from

northbound I-35 to northbound Highway 33.“It’s people misjudging distance, too,” 
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The Dangers of Distracted Driving



The Dangers of DWI



Engineering’s Role in Traffic Safety 



D4SC 
FRC 
Yearly  
Report 



Questions ?


