
What Can You Do with a Local Fatal Review? 
 
 
 
 
 

Goodhue County TZD Safe Roads Coalition 



Why Fatal Reviews? 
 

Crash Video 
http:// www.idsweb.me.umn.edu/minnesota/crashes  

 

Objective for TZD Grant: 

 ά¢ƻ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ  

  ƛƴ Ŧŀǘŀƭ ŎǊŀǎƘŜǎΦέ 

http://www.idsweb.me.umn.edu/minnesota/crashes?crash=20120923
http://www.idsweb.me.umn.edu/minnesota/crashes
http://www.idsweb.me.umn.edu/minnesota/crashes


Goodhue County FRC Goals 

ÅIdentify Contributing Factors 

ÅMake Recommendations ς how to prevent 
similar crashes in the future 

ÅDevelop Key Messages for the Public 

 

Åά!ǊŜ ǿŜ ŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ fatalsΣ ƻǊ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΚέ 



Who is involved? 
Law Enforcement from State, County, City 

Emergency Responders 

Engineers from State, County, City 

Education 

 

(could also involve Attorney, or others as 
needed) 



Enforcement 
Å Role in fatal review 

ï Going beyond the report  

Å Benefits of enforcement involvement 

ï Four E partnerships / learning challenges 

ï Relay information from meetings to patrol / Use recent fatalities as  examples 
to energize waves 

Å Lessons Learned 

ï Lack of Funding is a challenge that is faced by all of the Four Es.   

ï At times, lack of support on a Legislative Level (ie: primary seatbelt repeal) 

ï Changing cultural and personal beliefs is  a long term goal.   

ï Many fatal crashes occur due to a poor, often rushed, irresponsible decision 
that the driver made.  Often they are selfish decisions that affect many lives.  

Å Fatal Review Personal Impact 

ï More work to be done 

 

 



Seat Belt 

Card 

(Regional 

Pilot 

Program) 



Emergency Medical Services 

ÅPatient is top priority in a crash 

ÅKey insight and medical expertise 

ÅFatal Review gives global perspective to EMS 

ÅFatal Review shows where outreach focus 
should be 

ÅDevelop partnerships 

ÅEnhance public education efforts/Prevention 



EMS Education Partnerships 



Engineering 

ÅRural 2 lane roads have a high fatal crash rate. 

ÅWe are looking for deficiencies such as: 
Signing, Striping (Rumbles?), Lighting, Sight 
Lines, Road Surface Conditions, etc. 

ÅThe major benefit to us is finding 
opportunities to prevent similar fatal crashes. 

ÅWhile engineering issues contribute to 
crashes, driver error is usually the root cause.  

 

 



Education 
ÅDevelop like-minded partnerships 

ÅConduct meetings 

ÅFind trends and report to public and decision 
makers 

ÅCommunity education activities based on 
preventable behaviors 

 

 

 



Education 



When to hold a Fatal Review? 

ÅQuarterly or as needed 

ÅMeetings depend on available information 
after a crash (could be many months later) 

ÅSerious Injuries are important too 

ïJust because there is not death, does not mean it 
ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻǊ άǘǊŜƴŘέΦ 

 



The Process 

 

 
Fatal 

Occurs 
Contact 
Records 

Set 
Meeting 

Review 
Reports 

Individually 

Walkthrough 
Crash, 
Discuss 

Answer 
Questions 

4E Action 
Steps 



A Fatal Review Example 

A Bus Driver calls 911 @ 0800hrs  reporting that 
ǎƘŜ ǎŀǿ ŀ ǘǊǳŎƪ ƻƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƛŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǘŎƘΧΦ  

 

What is the process of that call from dispatch to 
response time? 

What time does EMS arrive on Scene? 

Who arrives on Scene? 

What does EMS need to do their job efficiently 
and effectively? 



Crash                            

1/30/2013 

Location                         

2 lane County 
wƻŀŘ ά!έ 

Marked crosswalk, 
Stop Signs, etcΧ 

Northbound     
Run Off Road,          

Right Angle, Head On 

Type of Vehicle(s)              

Single 1 Truck 

Pedestrian, ATV, 
Semi, etc 

Driver                          

35 yo Male 

1 Prior DWI, 
Previous Tags, Age, 

Licensed (endorsement), 
DŜƴŘŜǊΧ 

Additional info:        

Local Resident- 
drove road to 

work daily, Shift 
started at 
0800hrs 

Apparent Contributing 
Crash Factors           

Speed & 
Overcorrected  
on curve and 

Rolled 

Currently unknown 
if medical or drug 

related             
Distraction, Alcohol, 

Speed, Sleep, Medical, 
Over correctingΧ 

No Seat Belt,  No additional 
passengers,  No sign of deer or 

other road obstruction                        
Additional Factors: cell phone records # of 
Passengers, Air bag did not deploy, Vehicle 

new to driver, etc 

Day, Month, Time  

Wednesday 
January 
0755hrs 

Weather, Sun/Dark, 
Fog, Holiday, Rush 

Hour, Bar Close 



Final Steps of Fatal Review 



State 
Created 
FRC 
Template 


